D . J. SCOURFIELD was born at Bow, London on October 20th 1866 and he spent his school days there . He entered the Civil Service when he was eighteen and joined the staff of the Royal Mint two years later, remaining there until his retirement in 1926 . He had by this time become Chief Clerk and in 1924 had been awarded the Imperial Service Order in recognition of his services .
The standard of his scientific work was remarkable, especially as he was an amateur with no special training . His chief interests were microscopy and freshwater biology . He was for many years the leading authority on the Cladocera and his knowledge of the other freshwater microorganisms was very extensive . His interest in natural history was apparent in his school days when he joined the Bow and Bromley Natural History Club . Both the Essex Field Club and the Quekett Microscopical Club owe much of their high standing as scientific societies to this patient and kind little man . He attended meetings of the Essex Field Club which were held near his home until the end, and a glance at any volume of the "Essex Naturalist" or the "Journal of the Quekett Microscopical Club" will show what an active part he took in the meetings and the number of papers which he contributed . He became President of both these societies in turn and he also took part in the life of the Linnean Society and the Royal Microscopical Society . The Linnean Society awarded him the Crisp medal in 1940 .
His contributions to hydrobiology were mainly faunistic studies on the Cladocera and other Entomostraca from various parts of the British Isles, of Essex in particular . He had a flair for collecting in unexpected places ; one of his papers was on "Entomostraca in strange places" . He discovered a new species of Copepod, Moraria arboricola in 1904 in hollows in pollarded hornbeam trees in Epping Forest and in 1927 he found Cyclops demetiensis, also a new species, in greenish earthy material scraped from the cliff surface at Tenby where a small trickle issued from the fissure of the rocks . It has not been found anywhere else .
He was also actively concerned with the founding of the Freshwater Biological Station on Lake Windermere . As early as 1896 he read a paper before the British Association on the need for a British freshwater biological station and, when one was finally established at Wray Castle, Scourfield was the first Treasurer . He spent some years here during the recent war and in addition to studying the plankton he examined the bottom deposits for remains of Entomostraca . Much of his scientific work was published between the date of his retirement in 1926 and his death at the age of eightythree. His interest in freshwater biology was supplemented by many other scientific activities and he was always open to new ideas and very willing to pass on his knowledge to others . A glance at the long list of his scientific publications (they are eighty in number) shows that he was interested in such varied subjects as logarithmic plotting, Mendel's laws, a new aquarium microscope which he designed, and the microscopic life of leaf-carpets . Perhaps the most important of all his scientific works was his study of the Rhynie Chart fossils . His work on Lepidocaris in particular is of great zoological importance and throws light on the structure and evolution of the recent Crustacea. This was published by the Royal Society in 1926 and he continued his search through these chips for another fifteen years and discovered the larval stages . One of the most astonishing discoveries was the fact that a group of three setae on the mandible palp in a larval stage of Lepidocaris are identical with a similar group in the larvae of Chirocephalus. Not only has a trivial characteristic persisted since the Middle Devonian, but it has persisted while other and more important characters have changed completely, but only Scourfield could have noticed the fact . At the same time he collected material of another fossil which he was able to prove was a primitive wingless insect -the oldest known insect . Mention should also be made of the fossil Ainiktozoa loganensis, a new genus and species, which he was able to describe in great detail, but which neither he nor anyone else has been able to place in its correct zoological phylum . His method of searching through the Rhynie Chart was to immerse the pieces in cedar or clove oil before examining them under the microscope . He was able to get through vastly more material in this way than would have been possible if sections had had to be ground and polished . He was greatly helped in this search, as in many other ways, by his wife (Julia E . Hills) whom he married in 1910 and who survives him . C . C . DOBELL . -On December 23, 1949, died inopinately Cecil Clifford Dobell, F.R.S ., the well known worker in Protozoology, who also has worked out many problems of human Parasitology .
Born in 1886, he made brilliant studies at Cambridge, England, where he received his B .A . degree in 1906 and became eventually a D .Sc .
Some of his earlier works appeared in the publications of the Zoological Station, Naples, in 1908, and of the Monaco Museum, in 1913.
As an associate professor of Protozoology and Cytology at the Imperial College of Sciences and Technology, London, he made some important research on parasitic Protozoa and on human intestinal Protozoa .
During the first World War he was training protozoologists for application of Protozoology in those exceptional circumstances .
In 1918 he was made a F.R .S ., and in 1919 he published his great work on the "Amoebae living in Man". One of his most famous studies was his work on Anthony van Leeuwenhoek, the Dutch scientist : "Antoni van Leeuwenhoek and his little Animals, being some account of the father of Protozoology and Bacteriology and his multifarious discoveries in these Disciplines", Amsterdam 1932 . For this work, Dobell learned the Dutch language so he could read the original texts . At this monument of historical science he worked for more than ten years . Dobell was the first foreigner who had made use of the original dutch work by A . J . J. Van de Velde : "De Brieven van Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, de stichter der micrographie", that appeared in a series of articles in de "Verslagen en Mededelingen van de Kon . Vlaamse Academie van Belgie", in 1922-25 . The renewal of interest showed by such an outstanding man of science for the great work of "the father of Microscopy", van Leeuwenhoek, was the occasion to the Academy of Sciences of Amsterdam giving their patronage to a large, beautiful edition of "The collected Letters of Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, illustrated and annotated by a Committee of Dutch Scientists", of which part 1 appeared in 1939, part 2 in 1941 and part 3 in 1948 .
Dobell, in giving a good biography of van Leeuwenhoek, with emphasis on all the new facts that became known since the work by Haaxman in 1875 not only contributed notoriously, by his own work, to the knowledge of Protozoa, but also to the the history of this branch of Zoology, by his studies on the work of Anthony van Leeuwenhoek . P . VAN OYE 
